This document includes a series of science-based fact sheets sharing key information about the Canadian

Peat Horticultural Industry, including its environmental footprint, the responsible management of peatlands,
and the wise use of Canadian Peat across North America as a growing media component with unmatched
characteristics (See Glossary (p. 5) for key industry terms). Four fact sheets are presented in the series:
Peatland Science and Bog Restoration; Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Peat Extraction; Veriflora®
Responsibly Managed Peatlands Certification; and The Wise Use of Canadian Peat and Other Growing Media
Components. Last Updated: July 2026.

Part 3 - THE VERIFLORA® RESPONSIBLY MANAGED PEATLANDS CERTIFICATION

KEY FACTS:

» Independent certification: The SCS Certification Standard for Veriflora® Responsibly Managed Peatlands
is an independent program that attests that peat is extracted from peatlands managed in an
environmentally and socially responsible manner and meets the highest product quality standards.

¢ SCS Global stringent conditions: The certification requirements go further than many regulatory
requirements from various levels of governments.

* Best Management Practices developed and applied: For the Canadian Peat industry, the Certification
standards not only represent guidelines to reach, but also foster the development of Best Management
Practices and innovative tools such as a Greenhouse gas calculator for the Peat producers.

¢ Certification support by the producers: As of 2025, approx. 80% of the Canadian Peat extraction is
certified under the Veriflora® Program.

The Responsibly Managed Peatlands Standard

The Veriflora® Responsibly Managed Peatlands program is an independent, third-party Certification for
Responsible Peat Production established by SCS Global Services”. SCS Global Services is a recognized leader
in sustainability certification, with over 40 years of experience applying science-based standards across
industries and operating as a certified Benefit Corporation and UN Global Compact participant. Their
internal quality system and external accreditations ensure independence by protecting certification findings
from commercial, financial, or other external pressures.

Originally developed in 2010 as a Sector Specific Annex to the Veriflora® Certification Standard for
Sustainably Grown Cut Flowers and Potted Plants, the certification underwent several updates in that form
before becoming a standalone standard in August 2017 (Version 1.0).

# From https://www.scsglobalservices.com/services/responsibly-managed-peatlands

* CSPM A Canadian Peat: Ideal for Growing. For Generations to Come.




In April 2025, Version 2.0 of the certification was released, featuring clarified language and scope, updated
GHG inventory requirements, revised definitions, and new guidance on claims related to certified Peat

products. The certification program is detailed in a Standard, which lists requirements Peat producers must

comply to (Table 1). The scope of the Standard covers all stages of Peat production, including peatland

opening, extraction, and restoration or rehabilitation activities that occur after cessation of extraction

activities.

While the companies and the Associations are developing and applying Best Management Practices, the
Veriflora® Responsibly Managed Peatlands Program is a third-party certification that ensures the specific
elements detailed in the Standard are all respected through annual audits and reporting.

Table 1: Summary of criteria included in the Responsibly Managed Peatlands Standard®

Theme

Key Criteria Areas (Summarized)

General Requirements

Legal Compliance
Operational Management
Economic Sustainability
Traceability

Responsible Peat Moss Extraction

Environmental Protection (Water and Air)
Restoration and Rehabilitation

Ecosystem Monitoring & Protection

Biodiversity and Habitat Assessment
Ecosystem Impact Mitigation
Protection Measures

Resource Conservation & Energy Efficiency

Energy Use and Efficiency
GHG Inventory and Target
Resource-Saving Innovations and Packaging

Integrated Waste Management

Waste Management (Organic and, Inorganic)
Safe Storage and Disposal Practices

Fair Labor Practices

Fair Employment and Equal Opportunity
Safe, Healthy, and Dignified Working Conditions
Worker Rights, Representation, and Well-being

Community Benefits

Addressing regional and local Community impact
Community Engagement

Product Quality & Claims

Product Integrity
Packaging, labeling
Accurate Claims

®From Responsibly Managed Peatlands, A Veriflora Standard for Responsible Horticultural Peat Moss Production, version 2.0.
https://cdn.scsglobalservices.com/files/program_documents/SCS%20Standard_003_FS_V2.0%20%282025%29.pdf?

Versionld=00xM26Yi3abGs7yfleN2.xUtfSgNiZkO
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Veriflora® Responsibly Managed Peatlands Program Goals

* Encourage a growing segment of the Peat moss production sector to implement best management
practices in terms of environmental, social and quality performance;

¢ Stimulate innovation and promote continuous improvement over time;

¢ Provide a uniform standard and assessment methodology that can be applied when evaluating the
performance of a diverse array of responsible peatland management approaches;

¢ Reduce the environmental footprint of Peat moss production and enhance the degree to which Peat
moss production operations restore carbon accumulating wetland ecosystems;

* Promote sound and responsible working conditions and ensure adequate health and safety measures
for workers’ protection;

* Encourage Peat moss producers to be good neighbors in their engagement with the surrounding
community;

* Raise public awareness about the issues and solutions associated with Peat moss production;

e Stimulate consumer purchases that reinforce responsible peatland management.

Examples of Requirements under the Veriflora® Certification

The Veriflora® Certification allows producers to improve the resource development and the
environmental footprint. Below are examples of actions that producers must demonstrate and comply
with the certification:

¢ Greenhouse Gas Inventory and Target: Certified producers are required to develop an accurate
baseline greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory in accordance with recognized international standards and
industry best practices. This inventory must cover Scope 1 and Scope 2 emissions relevant to Peat
operations, including emissions from mechanical sources (e.g. machinery, refrigeration equipment)
and non-mechanical source (peatland use such as drained areas and restoration sites). The baseline
inventory serves as the foundation for setting GHG reduction targets and strategies to lower emissions
and/or increase sequestration, with clear timetables for implementation. To support compliance, the
industry has developed a GHG calculator designed specifically for Peat producers [2].

e Buffer Zones: Producers must maintain buffer zones adjacent to water bodies in watershed recharge
zones, and between Peat operations and High Conservation Value (HCV) areas.

* Donor site: Producers shall demonstrate that it has established a donor site representing 10% of the
peatland harvested areas. Donor sites must be monitored following a specific timetable, to ensure their
viability for restoration purposes. The Producer shall manage donor sites in such a way that ensures
the continued integrity of the site’s vegetation and species composition.

¢ Consumption Activities: Producers must provide a summary of electricity and fuel consumption
activities and records of fuel and electricity used for production processes, screening and mixing
operations, and administrative facilities.

* Energy Efficiency: Producers must develop and implement written protocols and procedures to
reduce energy consumption in operations (e.g., fuel, electricity, transportation), including energy
efficiency targets and timetables.
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* Packaging Resource Minimization: Producers must provide information, when available, about the
degree to which packaging components are reused, made from recycled sources, or made from
sustainably sourced materials. Producers are required to develop and implement a plan to minimize
packaging-related waste, including timelines and performance benchmarks.

* New and Emergent Technologies: Producers must demonstrate the use of effective new technologies
that improve operational efficiencies and/or reduce the environmental footprint of the operation.

Certified Canadian Peat Production

As of 2025, approx. 80% of the Canadian Peat production is certified under the Veriflora® Program.
For the Canadian Peat Industry, the Veriflora® Program is North America’s leading differentiator of
horticultural Peat products. Certification guarantees Peat is extracted from peatlands managed in an
environmentally and socially responsible manner and meets the highest product quality standards.
It's important to note that non-certified producers may also apply best practises above the ones required
by regulations but may not have the means to initiate and maintain the certification process.

Labelling and Recognition

In 2022, the Canadian Peat industry worked with SCS Global to develop new recommendations for clearer
and more informative labelling to provide a better understanding of the certification and its value to a
wider audience. The inclusion of the widely recognized Kingfisher logo and accompanying text signals the
expansion of the Veriflora® program beyond floriculture to include responsibly managed peatlands,
offering not just a visual marker but a clear explanation of the certification’s broader sustainability
commitment. This is recommended to be incorporated on Peat producer marketing materials such as
product bags, websites etc.

The Horticultural Peat found in this packaging has
been extracted from bogs that are certified under the
Veriflora® Responsibly Managed Peatlands program.
This certification demonstrates our commitment to

the application of good management principles in all
aspect of sustainable development including, ecosystem

1' (S GLOBAL SERVICES
\uemnoan- PROGRAM protection, social engagement, and product quality.
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Glossary:

Canadian Horticultural Peat Industry: Unless otherwise specified, references to the “Canadian Peat
industry” in this fact sheet refer to the Canadian horticultural Peat industry and its production of Peat-
based growing media products. The terms “Peat,” “Peat moss,” and “sphagnum Peat moss” are used
interchangeably throughout this document to refer to horticultural Peat products and do not encompass
other Peat uses, such as energy production.

Peat: Peat is the partially decomposed, compacted remains of sphagnum and other materials that are
accumulating. This organic matter accumulates due to the slow decomposition of relatively decay-resistant
litter in water-saturated, anoxic soils, often under cool temperatures when occurring at high latitudes.
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